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Summary 



About 30% of the land in the United States is controlled by federal land managers 
through several different federal agencies. Much of this land contains valuable 
paleontological [fossil] resources. There is no comprehensive management policy or 
statute for the management or the protection of paleontological resources located on 
federal lands. Current, management authority derives from certain resource protection 
statutes, from general criminal theft statutes concerning the theft of government 
property, and from certain site-specific statutes. Congress has considered legislation to 
provide for uniform federal fossil management and protection authority. In the 108th 
Congress, S. 546, the “Paleontological Resources Preservation Act” was passed by the 
Senate, but was not passed by the House. In the 109th Congress, S. 263 has been 
introduced and reported by the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. S. 263 
incorporates many of the provisions of S. 546. 



Introduction and Background. Scholars, dealers in rare objects, and legislators, 
alike, have shown increasing interest in paleontological [fossil] resources. Large tracts 
of federal lands possess valuable fossil resources, 1 and some are concerned that current 
law is inadequate to protect and manage these federal resources properly. 

There is no comprehensive management policy or statute for the management and 
protection of fossil resources on federal lands. Such management authority that now 
exists may be derived from statutes dealing with the protection of public properties and 
from statutes related to the protection of specific sites. 2 For example, the Antiquities Act 



1 Many of these resources remain unexcavated. See, generally, Fossils on Federal and Indian 
Lands, May 2000. Prepared at the request of Congress by several consulting federal agencies. 
The report is available online at [http://www.fs.fed.us/geology/fossilreport.htm], 

2 See CRS Report RL32586, Paleontological Resources Protection Act: Proposal for the 
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